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"REMARKS 

The Examiner is thanked for the thorough examination of this application. The Office has 
tentatively rejected all claims. Applicant has amended claims herein and for at least the reasons 
discussed below, Applicant requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections. 

Refections Under 35 UAC, 1020* 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as allegedly anticipated by the 

acknowledged prior art of Figs. 1-2E. In forming this rejection, the Office Action alleged that 

'"the prior art disclose each ITO wiring 162 being isolated and enclosed by each opening (the 

openings between the element 151 and 152; see Fig.l and Fig.2E)of the passivation structure 

(151 and I52)respectively'\ 

As amended, claim 1 recites: 

1. An interconnect structure^ comprising: 
a substrate; 

a plurality of first metal lines disposed on (lie substrate; 

a fiist insulating layer disposed on the substrate, covering the plurality of first metal lines; 
3 plurality of second metal lines disposed on the first insulating layer, 
a second insulating layer covering the plurality of second metal lines; 

a plurality of ITO (indium tin oxide) wirings electrically connecting the plurality of first and 

second metal lines respectively, and 
a passivation structure disposed cm the second insulating layer, having surrounding wails to 

isolate each of Hie ITO wirings. 

(Emphasis Added) 

It is clear that the interconnect structure of claim 1 comprises a passivation structure disposed on the 
second insulating layer, having surrounding walls to isolate each of the TTO wrings* 

In contrast to the claimed embodiments, page 2, lines 10-20 of the specification (regarding the AAPA) 
states: 



-5- 



PAGE 7/9 * RCVD AT 1 1/28/2005 10:41 :28 AM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:770951 0933 11 DURATION (mm-ss):02-54 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 08/09 



Application Serial No.: 10/780,932 

HG. 1 is a top view of part of □ peripheral circuit for ESD protection in a nanhdisplayareaof 
a TFT array substrate. Three parallel metal lines 1 10, eg. gate metal lines, opposite to tliree parallel 
metal lines 130, e.g. source/drain metal lines, are disposed on the non-display area of a TFT array 
substrate 1 00. Each metal line 1 1 0 is bridged to the opposite metal line 1 30, utilizing 1TO layers 1 62 as 
the wirings. Two passivation layers 1 5 1 and 1 52, parallel to each other, arc disposed on opposite sides 
of the bridging regions, with a inmch tfierebetwcctt exposing the ITO wirings 162* 

It is, fliercfore, clear that the AAPA teaches a trench (opening) between two passivation layers 151 
and 152 exposing the ITO wirings 161 The Office Action refers to the opening between 1 60 and 160' in 
FIG. 1 as one of the openings in claim 1, and assumes that each ITO wiring 162 being isolated and 
surrounded by the opening between 160 and 160\ However, in FIG. 1, the TTO wiring 1 62 indeed is not 
isolated by the opening between 160 and 160', as in the opening, JTO wirings 162 can connect with each 
other. Consequently, the admitted prior art of Applicant's disclosure does not disclose a passivation 
structure disposed on the second insulating foyer, having surrounding walls to isolate each of the JTO 
wirings, as specifically recited in amended claim 1 , 

For at least this reason, claim 1 defines over the prior art of record. Insofar as claims 2-7 depend on 
claim 1, claims 2-7 are also allowable. 
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No fee is believed to be due in connection with this amendment and response. If, however, 
any fee is deemed to be payable, you are hereby authorized to charge any such fee to Deposit 
Account No. 20-0778. 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, HORSTEMEYER & RTSLEY, LX.P. 
Suite 1750 

1 00 Galleria Paikway N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 



Respectfully submitted. 




Daniel R. McClure 
Registration No. 38,962 
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